Decision making algorithm for the Community IV Therapy service.
Leg Ulcer

Patient with infected leg ulcer needing IV Failure of 17/2™ line
T —» oral ABx?
Antibiotics?

Obtain swab for
l culture
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR COMMUNITY IV SERVICE:

e Patient must be over 18years of age
e Patient must be haemodynamically stable
e Patient must not be known to be violent
e Patient must not be a known IV drug user.
e Patient gives consent to home IV therapy
e Patient must not be pregnant or breastfeeding

Meets eligibility criteria?

NO YES
Refer patient to Secondary Are any of the following signs present?
care. e Uncontrolled diabetes?

e No palpable foot pulses.
e Severe lymphangitis

YES < Or 2 or more of the following signs?

e Heart rate >90bpm

NO e Systolic BP <100mmHg
e Temp >38 or <36 degrees C
e Resp rate >20 minute
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TAKE ANY APPROPRIATE MICROBIOLOGY SAMPLES AND THEN REFER TO
THE COMMUNITY IV THERAPY TEAM ON

0161 476 9644

The IV Therapy Nurse will visit the patient in the community to make a formal assessment, site the cannula and commence treatment. Patients will
be assessed in the community on a daily basis. IV antibiotics will be reviewed daily after 48hours treatment for step down to oral therapy.
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